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MCPS Objective 
 

 
Essential Knowledge and Skills / VA SOL 
 

 
Related Vocabulary 

 
Suggested Activities 

 
Resources 

 

Visual Communication and Production 
 

M8.1: The students 
will apply various 
reasons for making 
art. 

Art concepts – Ideas for Art 
8.9:  The student will create and maintain an 
art portfolio. 
 
8.11:  The student will provide evidence of 
the critical and artistic processes used to 
achieve final art solutions in personal works 
of art by documenting preparation, rough 
drafts, and final solutions. 
 

portfolio 
presentation 
thoughtful 
communication 

Students will create a 
portfolio to store physical 2-
D work (digital portfolio can 
also be made). 

Web searches [type 
in “how to create 
portfolios”– 
different types of 
instruction will 
become available]. 

M8.2: The student 
will apply various 
skills through making 
both 2D and 3D 
works of art. 

Processes and Skills 
8.6:  The student will create three-
dimensional works of art, using a variety of 
themes and processes. 
 
8.7:  The student will identify and analyze the 
use of typography in graphic arts. 
 
8.9:  The student will create and maintain an 
art portfolio. 
 

three-dimensional 
negative space 
form 
presentation 
space  
kinetic 

Students will create a 
sculpture based on work by 
Deborah Butterfield. 

Deborah Butterfield, 
“Horse #2-85”, 
2006 
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MCPS Objective 
 

 
Essential Knowledge and Skills / VA SOL  
 

 
Related Vocabulary 

 
Suggested Activities 

 
Resources 

M8.3: The student 
will apply their 
knowledge of line to 
create value in a 
work of art. 

Line 
8.2:  The student will further expand and 
develop the use of the elements of art and the 
principles of design. 
 
8.5:  The student will use line to create value 
in a work of art.  

elements and 
principles of design 
critical thinking  
emphasis 
contrast 
value 
unity 
shape 
rhythm 
proportion 
form 
balance 
variety 
color 
focal 
space 
point  
line 
 

Students will create a 
number of drawings using 
hatching and crosshatching. 
 
Students will create depth, 
shading, and dimensions to 
a drawing using line 
variations. 

Vincent van Gogh, 
“Portrait of Joseph 
Roulin”, 1888 

M8.4: The student 
will apply the 
element of shape in 
2D and 3D works of 
art. 
 

Shape 
8.2:  The student will further expand and 
develop the use of the elements of art and the 
principles of design. 

geometric 
organic 
flat 

 Joan Miro, “Ciurana, 
The Path”, 1917 

M8.5: The student 
will apply the 
element of form in 
2D and 3D works of 
art. 

Form 
8.2:  The student will further expand and 
develop the use of the elements of art and the 
principles of design. 

three-dimensional Students will carve an open 
sculpture from a block of 
plaster. 
 
Students will apply origami 
to create a variety of shapes. 
 

Henri Moore, 
“Reclining Figure”, 
1935-36 
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MCPS Objective 
 

 
Essential Knowledge and Skills / VA SOL 
 

 
Related Vocabulary 

 
Suggested Activities 

 
Resources 

M8.6: The student 
will apply their 
knowledge of color 
schemes to create 
works of art. 

Color 
8.1:  The student will create works of art that 
emphasize specific formal color relationships. 
 
8.2:  The student will further expand and 
develop the use of the elements of art and the 
principles of design. 

monochromatic 
analogous 
complementary  
hue 
tint 
shade 
primary 
secondary  
tertiary 
intermediate 
bright 
intensity 
dull 
 

Students will create a chart 
of tints and shades using 
primary, secondary, and 
tertiary colors. 

Frank Stella, 
“Harrah II”, 1967 

M8.7: The student 
will apply their 
knowledge of value 
in creating a work of 
art emphasizing 
atmospheric 
perspective.   

Value 
8.2:  The student will further expand and 
develop the use of the elements of art and the 
principles of design. 
 
8.3:  The student will use aerial perspective to 
create the illusion of depth in a two-
dimensional drawing. 
 
8.5:  The student will use line to create value 
in a work of art. 
 

gradation 
lightness 
darkness 

Students will create a 
landscape utilizing 
perspective techniques. 
 
Students will create a value 
scale chart from white to 
black. 
 
Students will create a black 
and white value drawing 
from a color picture to 
understand value scale. 
 

Albrecht Durer, 
“Study of Praying 
Hands”, 1508 
 
Thomas Cole, “The 
Voyage of Life” 
series, 1840 
 
Magazine 
illustrations or 
nature pictures 
 

M8.8: The student 
will apply their 
knowledge of 
texture in creating a 
work of art. 
 

Texture 
8.2:  The student will further expand and 
develop the use of the elements of art and the 
principles of design. 

implied 
actual 

Students will create a woven 
wall hanging. 

Historical Navajo 
weavings 
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Essential Knowledge and Skills / VA SOL  
 

 
Related Vocabulary 

 
Suggested Activities 

 
Resources 

M8.9:  The student 
will apply methods 
of creating the 
illusion of depth in a 
composition 
including multiple 
point perspective 
and atmospheric 
perspective.  

Space 
8.2:  The student will further expand and 
develop the use of the elements of art and the 
principles of design. 
 
8.3:  The student will use aerial perspective to 
create the illusion of depth in a two-
dimensional drawing. 
 
8.4:  The student will use multiple-point 
perspective to create the illusion of depth in a 
two-dimensional drawing. 

value  
contour 
two-point perspective 
one-point perspective 
modified contour 
bird’s eye view 
proportion 
three-point perspec-
tive 
vanishing point 
worm’s eye view 
middle ground 
foreground 
background 
depth 
 

Students will create a city in 
two-point perspective using 
Microsoft Paint. 

Edward Hopper, 
“The Lighthouse at 
Two Lights”, 1929 

M8.10: The student 
will apply their 
knowledge of 
proportion in a work 
of art. 

Proportion 
8.2:  The student will further expand and 
develop the use of the elements of art and the 
principles of design. 

relation 
placement 
perspective 
 

Students will draw a portrait 
from a photograph and from 
life. 
 
Students will draw a self-
portrait. 
 

Alice Neel, 
“Hartley”, 1965 

M8.11: The student 
will apply their 
knowledge of 
movement in a work 
of art. 

Rhythm/Movement 
8.2:  The student will further expand and 
develop the use of the elements of art and the 
principles of design. 

pattern 
repetition 

Students will create a cubist 
collage painting. 

Jasper Johns, 
“Between the Clock 
and the Bed”, 1981 
 
Giacomo Balla, 
“Dynamism of a 
Dog on a Leash”, 
1912 
 
Umberto Boccioni, 
“Unique Forms of 
Continuity”, 1913 
 

 



MCPS Visual Arts Curriculum    Eighth Grade Art      Revised June, 2011         5 

 
MCPS Objective 
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Related Vocabulary 
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Resources 

M8.12: The student 
will apply their 
knowledge of 
balance in a work of 
art. 

Balance 
8.2:  The student will further expand and 
develop the use of the elements of art and 
the principles of design. 

formal 
informal 
radial 
asymmetrical 
symmetrical 
 

Students will create a 
drawing showing radial 
balance. 

Himachal Pradesh, 
Ceremonial Cloth, 
India, c. 1875-1925 

M8.13: The student 
will apply their 
knowledge of 
emphasis in a work 
of art. 

Emphasis 
8.2:  The student will further expand and 
develop the use of the elements of art and 
the principles of design. 

focal point Students will create a 
*Hard-edge painting using 
a view finder. 
 
*Hard-edge painting is a 

painting in which abrupt 

transitions are found between 
color areas. Color areas are 

often of one unvarying color. 
 

Roy Lichtenstein, 
“Whaam”, 1963 
 
Georgia O’Keefe, 
“Ram’s Head White 
Hollyhock and Little 
Hills”, 1935 
 

M8.14: The student 
will apply their 
knowledge of 
variety in a work of 
art. 
 

Variety 
8.2:  The student will further expand and 
develop the use of the elements of art and 
the principles of design. 

contrast 
 

Students will make Amate 
Bark Paintings (Mexican). 

Howardena Pindell, 
“Autobiography: 
Water/Ancestors/Middle 
Passage/Family 
Ghosts”, 1988 
 

M8.15:  The student 
will apply their 
knowledge of unity 
in a work of art. 
 

Unity 
8.2:  The student will further expand and 
develop the use of the elements of art and 
the principles of design. 

similarity 
alignment 
continuity 
proximity 

 Janet Fish, “Yellow 
Pad”, 1997 

M8.16: The student 
will apply their 
knowledge of 
computer 
technology to 
combine text and 
imagery. 

Technology 
8.8:  The student will demonstrate skill in 
combining text and imagery, using computer 
technology. 

font 
type 
graphic design 
style 
italic 
lettering 
serif 
icon 
bold 
letterhead 
logo 
 

Students will create a 
typography relief sculpture. 
 
Students will design a CD 
cover. 

Relief sculpture 
 Maya, Mexico, 
“Presentation of 
Captives to a Maya 
Ruler” (Glencoe, 
Exploring Art) 
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Essential Knowledge and Skills / VA SOL  
 

 
Related Vocabulary 

 
Suggested Activities 

 
Resources 

M8.17:  The student 
will apply critical 
thinking skills, 
meaningful writing 
experiences, 
problem solving, and 
the principles of 
aesthetics and art 
criticism to their 
own work and the 
work of others.  
They will formulate 
a strategy for 
developing a life-
long appreciation of 
the arts. 
 

Artistic Development 
8.7:  The student will identify and analyze the 
use of typography in graphic arts. 
 
8.9:  The student will create and maintain an 
art portfolio. 
 
8.10:  The student will apply ethical 
procedures in the execution of works of art. 
 
8.11:  The student will provide evidence of the 
critical and artistic processes used to achieve 
final art solutions in personal works of art by 
documenting preparation, rough drafts, and 
final solutions. 

fonts 
critique 
ethics 
critical thinking 
audience 

Student will create a poster 
using fonts that will 
enhance and compliment 
the product to attract the 
attention of the viewer. 

Samples of work by:  
Neville Brody 
Milton Glaser 
William Morris 
Giambattista Bodoni 

 

Cultural Context and Art History 
 

M8:18:  The student 
will investigate 
major art 
movements and 
artists. 

Artists/Works 
8:15:  The student will compare and contrast 
works of art according to medium, period, 
style, and artist. 

Gothic  
Impressionism 
Renaissance 
Classic 
Surrealism 
Narrative Art 
symbolism 
Modern 
invention 
Cubism 
Art Nouveau 
Futurism 
Pop Art 
Fauvism 
 

Students will research art 
movements using various 
internet resources. 
 
Students will become 
familiar with art styles by 
imitating artists’ techniques. 

Michelangelo, 
“Sistine Chapel” 
paintings 
 
Gustav Klimt, “The 
Kiss”, 1907-1908 
 
Andy Warhol, 
“Campbell’s Soup 
Can”, 1964 
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MCPS Objective 
 

 
Essential Knowledge and Skills / VA SOL  
 

 
Related Vocabulary 

 
Suggested Activities 

 
Resources 

M8.19: The student 
will apply knowledge 
of major art 
movements, 
influential artists, 
and architecture 
from various 
cultures, historical 
periods and 
civilizations. 
 
 

Historical 
8.13:  The student will identify and analyze art 
and architecture from various world cultures, 
periods, or civilizations by styles, symbolism, 
and technological impact. 
 
8.14:  The student will describe and place a 
variety of works in historical and cultural 
contexts. 
 
8:15:  The student will compare and contrast 
works of art according to medium, period, 
style, and artist. 

descriptive 
illustrative 
perspective 
ancient 
style  
European 
symbolism 
technology 
influences  
propaganda 
African 
persuasion 
marketing  
cultural 
modern 
 

Students will create a mask 
based on a culture of their 
choice. 
 
Students will create an 
accordion style art research 
book. 

Samples of masks 
from around the 
world 
 
Paper making 
instructions 
 
Book making 
instructions 

M8.20:  The 
students will apply 
knowledge of 
technological impact 
of various cultures 
and the role of 
artists in mass 
media. 

Technology 
8.12:  The student will identify the roles of 
artists (e.g., graphic artists, animators, 
videographers, photographers, advertising 
artists) in mass media. 
 
8.13:  The student will identify and analyze art 
and architecture from various world cultures, 
periods, or civilizations by styles, symbolism, 
and technological impact. 
 

installations 
animation 
graphic arts 
digital 
2-D and 3-D 
modeling 

Students will construct a 
building from ancient 
Greece using clay. 

Greek “Parthenon” 
 
“Temple of Athena-
Nike” 
 
“Temple of Zeus” 

M8.21: The student 
will be able to 
identify artists 
according to 
geographical time 
periods and cultural 
significance. 

Community/Culture 
8:15:  The student will compare and contrast 
works of art according to medium, period, 
style, and artist. 

 Students will explain and 
describe how artists are 
placed in a period of art and 
how they are identified 
within certain communities 
and cultures. 

Dorothea Lange, 
“Migrant Mother”, 
1936 
 
Faith Ringgold, 
“Sunflower Quilting 
Bee at Arles”, 1996 
 
Navajo basketry 
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MCPS Objective 
 

 
Essential Knowledge and Skills / VA SOL  
 

 
Related Vocabulary 

 
Suggested Activities 

 
Resources 

 

Judgment and Criticism 
 

M8.22: The student 
will apply knowledge 
of how personal 
experiences may 
influence critical 
judgment of a work 
of art.  Critiques will 
be both oral and 
written. 

Evaluation and Assessment 
8.18:  The student will communicate how 
personal experiences influence critical 
judgments about and interpretations of works 
of art. 
 
8.19:  The student will critique in oral and 
written form, personal work and the work of 
others, using appropriate art vocabulary. 

critique 
judgment 
assessment 
interpretation  
description 
analysis 
evaluation 

Students will write a story 
based on a Hopper or 
Waterhouse painting telling 
about what events or 
conditions have led to this 
image. 
 
Students will write about a 
memory or experience 
evoked by a Henry Tanner 
painting. 
 

Edward Hopper, 
“Nighthawks”, 1942 
 
John Waterhouse, 
“The Lady of 
Shalott”, 1888 
 
Henry Tanner, “The 
Banjo Lesson”, 1893 

M8.23: The student 
will apply artistic 
processes through 
documenting 
preparation, rough 
drafts, and final 
outcomes. 

Commitment and Accomplishment 
8.16:  The student will analyze the effect the 
elements of art and the principles of design 
have on the communication of ideas. 
 
8.17:  The student will investigate and discuss 
the use of social, cultural, and historical 
context as they contribute to meaning in a 
work of art. 
 
8.18:  The student will communicate how 
personal experiences influence critical 
judgments about and interpretations of works 
of art. 
 
8.19:  The student will critique in oral and 
written form, personal work and the work of 
others, using appropriate art vocabulary. 
 

thumbnail sketches 
culture 
communication 
interpretation 
context  
art periods 
style  
technique 

Students will document the 
evolution of a work of art 
utilizing a sketch book. 
 
Students will choose a 
painting from a period in art 
[i.e. Cubism, Op Art, 
Ancient, etc.] and will write 
about the social, cultural, 
and political events that 
influenced the artist. 

Leonardo da Vinci’s 
sketchbook 
 
Cubism 
 
Paul Cezanne, “The 
Mont Sainte-Victoire” 
 
Georges Braque, 
“Violin and 
Candlestick” 
 
Pablo Picasso, 
“Guernica” 
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MCPS Objective 
 

 
Essential Knowledge and Skills / VA SOL  
 

 
Related Vocabulary 

 
Suggested Activities 

 
Resources 

M8.24: The student 
will critique art work 
in oral and written 
form using the 
appropriate 
vocabulary. 

Assessment Criteria 
8.19:  The student will critique in oral and 
written form, personal work and the work of 
others, using appropriate art vocabulary. 

describe 
analyze 
interpret 
judge 
evaluation 
critique 
 

Students will write a critique 
on a work of art. 
 
Students will participate in a 
class critique of work done 
by fellow students and by 
themselves. 
 

Class projects and 
student art work 

M8.25: The student 
will discuss the use 
of social, cultural, 
and historical 
relevance to a work 
of art. 

Visual Literacy 
8.17:  The student will investigate and discuss 
the use of social, cultural, and historical 
context as they contribute to meaning in a 
work of art. 
 
 

relevance 
historical 
context 
society 
culture 

Students will choose an art 
period and a piece of work 
and discuss how society, 
culture, and politics 
influence the art of that 
time. 

Surrealism 
 
Rene Magritte, 
“Castle in the 
Pyrenees” 
 
Salvador Dali, “The 
Persistence of 
Memory” 
 

M8.26: The student 
will apply knowledge 
of the elements of 
art and the 
principles of design 
as they effect the 
communication of 
ideas. 
 

Analytical Skills 
8.16:  The student will analyze the effect the 
elements of art and the principles of design 
have on the communication of ideas. 
 

audience 
communication 
composition  
focal point  
analysis 
demographics 

Students will design an 
advertisement to sell a 
product or inform the public 
of an upcoming event. 

Newspapers 
 
Magazines 
 
Television 
 
Web Sites 

M8.27: The student 
will apply knowledge 
of the importance of 
ethical standards in 
artistic processes. 
 

Ethics 
8.18:  The student will communicate how 
personal experiences influence critical 
judgments about and interpretations of works 
of art. 

understanding 
interpretation 
application 
perspective 
copyright 

Students will research and 
discuss how artists address 
ethical issues in their work, 
and what kind of ethical 
decisions are made during 
the artistic process. 
 

Choose a work of art 
from a local artist for 
discussion 
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MCPS Objective 
 

 
Essential Knowledge and Skills / VA SOL  
 

 
Related Vocabulary 

 
Suggested Activities 

 
Resources 

 

Aesthetics 
 

M8.28: The student 
will respond to and 
investigate the 
purposes, values, 
and meanings of 
works of art. 

 

Purpose and Meaning 
8.20:  The student will discuss and analyze the 
purposes, values, and meanings of works of 
art. 
 

aesthetic value 
aesthetic judgments 
craftsmanship 
 

Students will study a 
painting and discuss its 
purpose, meaning, style, 
and value. 

Emanuel Leutze, 
“Washington 
Crossing the 
Delaware” 

M8.29: The student 
will use skills of 
observation and 
interpretation to 
formulate and 
respond to 
meaningful 
questions.   
 

Personal Response 
8.21:  The student will formulate and respond 
to meaningful questions about works of art, 
based on observations and interpretations. 

judgments 
relevance 
symbolism 
empathy 
self-knowledge 

Students will reflect and 
respond to their personal 
emotions about the subject 
of a painting. 

Peter Bruegel, 
“Gloomy Day” 

M8.30: The student 
will describe the 
responses a work of 
art evokes. 

Life Long Appreciation 
8.22:  The student will describe personal 
sensory responses to the visual qualities of a 
work of art, using appropriate art vocabulary. 

beauty 
taste 
originality 
harmony 

Students will study a 
painting and discuss how it 
makes them feel in regard 
to subject and their 
personal knowledge of art. 
 

Hughie Lee-Smith, 
“The Piper” 

 

 

 

 

 

 


